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Adsum
Dear Friends and Benefactors,

This newsletter is composed just before my de-

parture to Spokane for the Fatima Conference. As I

will be gone for four days, the first and second year

seminarians will be busy taking mid-quarter exams in

philosophy and dogmatic theology, while the more

advanced seminarians will continue their studies in

moral theology and canon law. This is in addition to

the courses which Fr. Gregory teaches. Altogether, the

seminarians have five and a half hours of classes daily.

Since Fr. Gregory and I have covered the various

courses repeatedly, we have well organized files of

examinations for each of our subjects. In the begin-

ning, it was certainly tedious to formulate tests for

each subject, but after so many years, the work has

become much more facilitated.

As I was going through my files of tests on the

different branches of philosophy, I showed the younger

seminarians the various exams given in the past which

LETTER FROM THE RECTOR dated back to the early 1980’s and which pre-dated

many of their own dates of birth. Over the years, we

have been able to acquire all the textbooks tradition-

ally used in seminaries of old. By the time the seminar-

ians are ordained to the priesthood they have a good

collection of books to use for future reference. Thanks

to computers, scanners and printers, any books that we

can no longer acquire are reprinted for our present and

future seminarians.

Over the years, we have been very fortunate to dis-

cover around the country a number of bookstores with

old liturgical books, such as the Roman breviary, the

Roman ritual and the Pontificale Romanum, that are no

longer in print today and which would be extremely

difficult to reprint. We have a very respectable collec-

tion which we acquired at quite reasonable prices.

Besides our prayers and studies, our seminarians

have had the motto of St. Benedict, “ora et labora,” that

is pray and work. With over 60 priests, religious Sis-

ters, seminarians and boarder boys and girls to feed

every day, this fall has been occupied with multiple

chores to cut our food costs. To begin with, three of our
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dairy cows have had calves, which brings our herd to

8 animals. As alfalfa is their main diet, the seminar-

ians helped put up over 800 bales into storage to last

us through the winter and spring until our pasture land

turns green again. Another food orientated project is

the renewal of our flock of egg laying chickens. The

fertilized chicken eggs are incubated at the seminary

until the chicks hatch. When the chicks acquire all their

feathers they are taken to the convent to join the older

hens. We’ve also been fortunate to have access to some

orchards in the area which have provided us with an

abundance of apples that are turned into apple cider,

apple vinegar, and apple sauce. After processing two

truckloads of apples, I am not sure if any of the semi-

narians, religious Sisters, or boarder students want to

see another apple in their life!

This month we celebrate the titular feast of the

seminary, convent, and academy—the Divine Mater-

nity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. From this dignity of

Our Lady flows her other prerogatives—her Immacu-

late Conception, her bodily Assumption into heaven,

and her glorious Coronation as Queen of heaven and

earth. May she who has been chosen by God to crush

the head of Satan intercede for us that God bless our

undertakings and protect us from the wiles and snares

of the devil!

With my prayers and blessing,

Most Rev. Mark A. Pivarunas, CMRI
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Question: Canon 2262, § 2, 2, forbids the celebration of Mass for an excommunicated person

unless it takes place privately; and if he is a vitandus the intention may be only for his conversion.

Does it follow from this that one may not celebrate Mass publicly for the conversion of non-Catholics?
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Answer:  It would seem that if Mass is to be offered for the conversion of an individual heretic, schismatic, or

apostate, the function must be private—that is, without any external pomp or public announcement. For baptized non-

Catholics are treated in law as excommunicated persons. However, since they are not in the category of excommunicatei

vitandi, there is no reason why the Holy Sacrifice may not be offered privately, not only for their conversion, but also for

their other spiritual and temporal needs—e.g., for peace of soul, recovery of health (Cf. Cappello, De sacramentis

[Rome, 1938], I, n. 618). Unbaptized non-Catholics cannot be excommunicated persons; hence, per se Mass could be

offered for them publicly. However, per accidens, because of the danger of scandal, this should not be done ordinarily

(cf. Damen, Theologia moralis [Turin, 1947], II, n. 193). But these rules evidently are concerned primarily with the

application of the Holy Sacrifice for determined individuals. There would seem to be no objection to the public offering

of Mass for the conversion of heretics, schismatics, and apostates and infidels, in general. Indeed, one of the votive

Masses in the Missal is directed to the removal of schism.

Question: Chemists tell us that when wine freezes, a chemical change takes place. If that is true, it

would seem that in the event that the consecrated species of wine freeze, the Real Presence ceases. If,

then, an accident of this nature occurs when a priest is celebrating Mass, should he consider that Our

Lord is no longer present under the frozen species and accordingly consecrate more wine or perhaps

re-consecrate the contents of the chalice after the species have been thawed out?

The Freezing of the Sacred Species

Answer : The rubrics of the Missal are quite explicit on this matter: “if in the winter the Blood is frozen in the chalice,

the chalice shall be wrapped in heated cloths; if that would not avail, it shall be placed in hot water near the altar, provided

the water does not get into the chalice, until it thaws out” (De Defectibus, X, 11). Evidently the Church is convinced that

the Real Presence abides even in the frozen species, since the Missal refers to them as “the Blood” and there is no

provision made for a repetition of the consecration of the wine after the species have been thawed out.

To the difficulty adduced by the questioner, based on the findings of chemistry, the answer is that Our Lord

instituted the sacraments in such wise that the norms for judging the requirements for their validity are to be sought in the

judgment of the ordinary person rather than in the technical principles of science. Now, when wine is frozen, the ordinary

person still refers to it as wine and considers that it has undergone no substantial change. Applying this concept to the

Holy Eucharist, we conclude that, whatever the chemists may say, the freezing of the consecrated species is not to be

regarded as a substantial change, and accordingly that it does not cause the cessation of the Real Presence. For this

reason, when the species have been thawed out, the priest is to continue the Mass without consecrating a new quantity of

wine or re-consecrating what was consecrated previously.


