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Adsum
Dear Friends and Benefactors,

Among the many beautiful feasts that are cel-

ebrated during this month of September, there is one

of particular importance for our seminarians—the feast

of the North American

Martyrs on September 26.

St. Isaac Jogues, St.

Jean de Brebeuf, St.

Charles Garnier, St.

Gabriel Lalemant, St.

Noel Chabanel, St. Jean de

Lalande, St. Anthony

Daniel, and St. Rene

Goupil left France for the

New World, and after a

brief stay in Quebec and

Three Rivers began their

amazing mission to con-

vert the Huron, the

Algonquin, and the

Iroquois Indians. They en-

dured many hardships, tri-

als and sufferings living

amongst these savages in

order to overcome their

barbarous and supersti-

tious ways  and to bring

them to a knowledge of the true God and the practice

of a civilized Christian life.

So great was their faith and so courageous was

their fortitude that their missionary endeavors culmi-

nated in heroic martyrdom. St. Isaac Jogues was tor-

LETTER FROM THE RECTOR tured so brutally that after his escape and return to

France, his fellow Jesuit religious could hardly recog-

nize him. Pope Clement VIII granted him permission to

offer Mass despite the extreme mutilation of his hands;

the Pope said it was only right that a martyr for Christ

should drink the Blood of Christ. Upon his return to

North America, St. Isaac

Jogues was martyred near

the present site of

Auriesville, New York.

In our own times, our

priests must truly be mis-

sionaries to provide the

Mass and the Sacraments

and to spread the true Faith

to Christ’s scattered flock.

Besides the responsibili-

ties in their own particu-

lar parishes, they must

travel to distant Mass cen-

ters in other surrounding

states. This requires a

spirit of sacrifice, gener-

osity, and a true zeal for

souls.

Our seminarians will

one day leave the security

and comfort of the semi-

nary to join the ranks of our

religious and secular

priests. Now they must lay down a solid foundation in

their spiritual life, for it is only by the grace of God that

their priestly work will be blessed. One of the books

our seminarians use in preparation for their ordinations



is The Priest’s Way to God, written by a Franciscan

priest. In it he exhorts seminarians to a life of holi-

ness: “Ecclesiastics are the chief organs of the Holy

Ghost and the ordinary channels of grace in the Church.

If the organs are healthy, if the channels are pure, the

Divine Life circulates freely and abundantly.”

Another important lesson that our seminarians must

learn is the necessity of order. St. Augustine once said,

“Order is our guide to God and whatever comes from

God is always well ordered.” And St. Bernard re-

marked, “He who lives according to rule, lives ac-

cording to God.” How important it is that our seminar-

ians form the habit to live according to a schedule.

One day as priests, they will have many cares and re-

sponsibilities and by means of a daily routine they will

use their time well and accomplish all that is required

of them. Our seminary has been very well regulated by

a definite schedule. Day in and day out, year after year,

the seminarians follow the same routine for rising and

retiring, their prayers and studies, their manual labor,

and for their meals and recreation. Thus they learn that

time is precious and that there is no time to waste in

the service of God.

On another note, how wonderfully Almighty God

has provided for us in these most confusing and diffi-

cult times. Many of today’s heresies and errors that

have devasted the flock of Christ were exposed and

refuted by the last true popes who governed the Church.

One example is the error of religious liberty pro-

mulgated in 1965 at Vatican Council II in the decree

Dignitatis Humanae. Nearly one hundred years ear-

lier, Pope Pius IX, in his Syllabus of Error (1864),

clearly condemned that false religions have a natural

right to publicly promulgate their errors in society. The

teachings of Pope Pius IX were reiterated by Pope

Leo XIII in his encyclical Libertas (1888). In the same

year, Pope Leo XIII, cognizant of the efforts of the en-

emies of the Church to infiltrate and to destroy the

Church from within, issued Motu Proprio his prayer to

St. Michael the Archangel in which he warned: “...these

most crafty enemies have filled and inebriated with

gall and bitterness the Church, the Spouse of the Im-

maculate Lamb, and have laid impious hands on her

most sacred possessions. In the Holy Place itself, where

has been set up the See of the most holy Peter and the

Chair of Truth for the light of the world, they have

raised the throne of their abominable impiety, with the

iniquitous design that when the Pastor has been struck,

the sheep may be scattered.”

At the beginning of the 20th century Pope St. Pius

X identified and refuted the errors of Modernism in

two different teachings, the decree Lamentabili (1907)

and the encyclical Pascendi (1907). Despite his expo-

sure of the dangers of Modernism, the modernists’

cause continued to spread and, in order to eliminate

the possibility of these errors spreading to the clergy,

this saintly pontiff drew up and published “The Oath

Against Modernism” and required that all clergy who

were to advance to major orders as well as all pas-

tors, confessors, preachers, religious superiors and

professors in seminaries take this oath.

As we look at the Conciliar Church of Vatican II,

we find that the very errors condemned by Pope St.

Pope St. Pius X



Pius X are so prevalent. To name a few of these mod-

ernist errors: dogmatic relativism which holds that

dogmas change with the times; an erroneous concept

of faith as a blind sentiment of religion welling up in

individuals’ subconscious; a textual criticism of Sa-

cred Scripture which questions the veracity of the word

of God; and lastly an erroneous concept of the Sacra-

ments as mere symbols and signs instituted only to

foster faith.

Today the most prevalent error of the Conciliar

Church is false ecumenism. This is the erroneous be-

lief that all religions are more or less good and praise-

worthy and must come together and share their “truth”

with each other. This error has been especially mani-

fest in the so called “Assisi Meetings,” where all the

religions of the world (Hindus, Buddhists, Moslems,

etc.), under the auspices of the Conciliar Church, come

together to pray for world peace.

How wonderfully God has provided us guidance

in our times with the teachings of Pope Pius XI in

Mortalium Animos (1928). The Pope eloquently dem-

onstrated that there is but one religion revealed by God

through Jesus Christ the Son of God and no other reli-

gion has the Divine proof of miracles and prophecies.

The Son of God founded one Church which He com-

missioned to teach all nations, all things whatsoever

He commanded and which He promised to be with to

the consummation of the world (Matt. 28:19). Pope Pius

XI condemned false ecumenism as it is based on the

erroneous belief that all religions are more or less good

and praiseworthy and he further declared that the pro-

motion of this false ecumenism is tantamount to aban-

doning the religion revealed by God, in other words,

apostasy.

Finally, we have in the encyclicals of Pope Pius

XII the clear teachings of the Catholic Faith on the

Church and the liturgy. This is especially important for

us today because the Conciliar Church has erroneously

taught that “the Church of Christ subsists in the Catho-

lic Church.” In other words, they claim that the Church

of Christ extends beyond the Catholic Church and is

not exclusively identified with the Catholic Church.

Pope Pius XII, in his encyclical Mystici Corporis

(1943), explicitly taught that the true Church of Jesus

Christ is the Holy Catholic Apostolic Roman Church.

In the area of the liturgy, Pope Pius XII, in his encycli-

cal Mediator Dei (1947), not only expounded the

Catholic Faith on the sacred liturgy but also warned

about the errors of those who would alter the liturgy.

The very things he warned about have been implemented

in the Novus Ordo “mass” and the other sacraments.

We indeed live in confusing times. How necessary

it is that we look to the true popes prior to Vatican II

who have given us the clear teachings of our Catholic

Faith to be our guide in these times of the Great Apos-

tasy (II Thessalonians 2:3).

With my prayers and blessing,

Most Rev. Mark A. Pivarunas, CMRIPope Pius XII
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Question: Is it true that by government orders some extraneous matter is added to wheaten

flour at the present day? If so, what is to be said of the use of altar breads made from such

flour?

Father Connell Answers Moral Questions

Flour for Altar Breads

MATER DEI SEMINARY
7745 Military Avenue

Omaha NE  68134-3356

Answer:  There are governmental prescriptions, emanating from the office of the Food and Drug Administra-

tion, laying down the detailed directions concerning the ingredients to be added in the making of certain brands

of flour and the proportion in which they may be added. Flour which is modified in this manner is supposed to

be labelled (on the container) in such wise that it can be recognized as being a mixture of wheat and of other

substances. Thus, we have “enriched flour,” “enriched bromated flour,” “self-rising flour,” “enriched self-rising flour,”

etc. The substances which are added are mainly vitamins, riboflavin, thiamine, niacin, iron, and calcium. The purpose

of joining extra ingredients to the wheat is to increase the food-value of the flour.

However, the quantity of these extraneous elements is so small that there is no doubt about the use of bread

made from such flours as valid matter of the Holy Eucharist. For example, in the making of “enriched flour” the

maximum quantity of calcium permitted to a pound is 625 milligrams — about one-seventh of one percent of the

whole. The amount of iron, niacin, thiamine, etc., allowed by the Food and Drug Administration is much less.

Accordingly, such insignificant additons would certainly not endanger the validity of the eucharistic consecra-

tion, in the event that the altar breads were made from such enriched flour.

It would not be lawful to use such brands of flour for altar breads, when unblended wheaten flour is easily

available. Pure flour is still advertaised as “white flour,” “wheat flour,” “plain flour,” or simply “flour,” and if it is

purchased from a reliable firm, those who make altar breads need have no doubts or anxiety about using it. Indeed,

even the use of an enriched flour for the making of altar breads would not seem to be gravely sinful, since the mount

of extraneous matter is so small. Even in what is sold as plain flour there may be, according to governmental regula-

tions, a quarter of one percent of malted barley flour, to make up for the natural deficiency of enzymes. One of the

chemists in the Food and Drug Administration office informed me that in the near future it may become the regular

procedure to enrich all wheaten flour placed on the market. In the event that it becomes very difficult to obtain flour

that is entirely free from added ingredients, there would be no objection to the use of enriched flour, from the stand-

point of theological principles. To such a case can be resonalby applied the words of Cappello, speaking of the

mixture of some extraneous element with the wine for the Holy Sacrifice: “Usus vini ita commixti cum alia substantia

seu aqua in minima quantitate vetatur sub levi. Porro, ex certa theologorum doctrina justa et rationabilis causa

excusat a peccato veniali” (De Scramentis, I, 289).

An exception must be made, however, in regard to any brand of “self-rising” flour, since bread made from

this brand would be leavened, the use of which is gravely sinful in the Latin Church. Furthermore, there is about

five percent of extraneous matter in such flour, which might be a seriously illicit amount, even though there

would not be much doubt about the validity of its consecration.


