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Behold a Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son 
and His Name shall be called Emmanuel (Isaias 7:14)



LETTER FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends and Benefactors,
The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, December 

12, furnishes us with a wonderful example of how al-
mighty God chooses “the foolish things of the world” 
and the “weak things of the world” to put to shame the 
strong, “lest any flesh should pride itself before Him” 
(1 Cor. 1:27).

It was on December 9, in the year 1531, that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary appeared near Mexico City to a 
poor and simple peasant by the name of Juan Diego. 
He was recently baptized and was on his way to assist 
at Holy Mass one morning when a beautiful young 
woman appeared to him and said, “I want you to know, 
my son, that I am the ever Virgin Mary, Mother of the 
true God, Author of life, Creator of all things, Lord of 
heaven and earth, Who is everywhere. I urgently desire 
that a church be built here on this site, where I may give 
to you and all your people my merciful love and may 
show my compassion to all who are devoted to me and 
seek me in their need. Go to the house of the bishop 
in Mexico City and tell him all that I have told you.”

In obedience to this request, Juan Diego went to see 
the bishop to convey the message, but Bishop Zumar-
raga, who listened patiently to his story, seemed not to 
believe the peasant. Discouraged, he returned to the 
place of the apparition where he found the Virgin Mary 
waiting for him, and he humbly explained the bishop’s 
disbelief and his own humble condition which perhaps 
was a hindrance to her plans. Our Blessed Mother as-
sured Juan Diego that she had chosen him above all 
others to be her messenger and told him to return to the 
bishop the next day to repeat the request. This time, the 
bishop listened more attentively and told Juan that he 
needed some sign as proof of the story. As Juan Diego 
left the espiscopal residence, the bishop sent two of 
his servants to follow him home; however, when they 
approached the place of the apparition, Tepeyac Hill, 
Juan was nowhere to be seen. Our Blessed Lady once 
again appeared to Juan Diego and told him that indeed 
a sign would be given for the bishop on the following 
morning. He left Tepeyac with his heart full of joy, but 
his joy quickly turned to anguish as he arrived home 
to find his uncle, Juan Bernardino, gravely ill. On the 
morning of December 12, Juan Diego set out to bring a 
priest to the bedside of his uncle for the administration 
of the Last Sacraments. On his way, he was met by the 
Virgin Mary, who comforted him and said:

“Listen, my son, to what I tell you now. Do not be 
troubled, nor disturbed by anything; do not fear illness, 
nor any grievous happening, nor pain. Are you not 

under my shadow, my protection? And am I not life and 
health? Are you not in my favor, and do you not go on my 
errand? Do you need anything else? Do not be troubled, or 
take thought of your uncle’s illness, for he will not die of 
this seizure, and is well even now.” (And it was so, as he 
learned later on, according as she had said.) She continued, 
“Go now to the top of the hill and there you will find roses 
blooming. Pick as many as you can hold in your cloak and 
bring them to me.”

Flowers had never before been seen on this rocky 
point where only cactus could thrive. Trusting the Lady, 
however, Juan ascended to the rocky summit. There he 
found beautiful fragrant roses, the like of which he had 
never seen before, blooming in abundance. Juan gathered 
as many roses as he could and placed them in his tilma. 

Once in the presence of the bishop, Juan Diego opened 
his tilma to reveal the “sign.” The very instant the roses 
dropped to the floor, Bishop Zumarraga witnessed the 
appearance of the Image of Our Lady on the cloth of the 
tilma. Falling to his knees, the bishop thanked God for 
this heavenly gift.

Over four hundred years have passed since the ap-
parition of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. The 
shrine remains the most visited place of pilgrimage for 
the people of Mexico, especially on the 12th of each 
month. On this particular day of the month, thousands of 
Mexican people come to visit the shrine and pray before 
the miraculous image of Our Lady. Indeed the tilma is a 
contemporary miracle. Made of cactus fiber, it should have 
disintegrated after forty or fifty years, but remains intact 
even today with the image of the Blessed Virgin imprinted 
on it. Scientists have studied the tilma and the image on 



Clerical Tonsure for 
Creagh Goble of South Aftrica

it, and they have no natural explanation for its lack of 
deterioration, or for the manner in which the image was 
originally placed on the cloth, nor for the lack of fading 
of the colors of the image.

The apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe to Juan 
Diego are so similar to her apparitions to the simple 
shepherd children Melanie and Maximin at La Salette, to 
St. Bernadette at Lourdes, and to Jacinta, Francisco and 
Lucia at Fatima. When we consider how God has chosen 
“the weak and foolish of this world,” we are reminded 
of the first Christmas night when the Eternal Word was 
born in Bethlehem. His first adorers were not the rich and 
the powerful of this world; they were simple and humble 
shepherds — men of good will.

On December 8, the feast of the Immaculate Con-
ception, some of our seminarians advanced toward the 
priesthood. Creagh Goble from South Africa received the 
First Clerical Tonsure. Also, Frater Anthony Short, CMRI 
(Colorado), Carlos Borja (Oklahoma), and Julian Voth 
(Germany) received the Minor Orders of Porter and Lector. 

During the past few weeks, a number of dear friends 

Minor Orders of Porter and Lector
have been called to eternity. All three had been battling 
with cancer. Please remember in your prayers the souls 
of Madeleine Hornung, Denise Trias and Pauline Urban-
Bedrin. Madeleine, just twenty-one years old, was from 
our parish, Immaculate Conception, in Burlington, Colo-
rado. She died shortly after receiving Holy Communion. 
Denise was a friend and generous supporter of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Mission in Boston. My friendship with 
Pauline, her dear mother, Alvina, and her sister, Sr. Mary 
Bernadette, CMRI, went back to the 1970s. Pauline faced 
her cross of illness with courage and resignation. May 
they rest in peace.

There is also some very good news in regard to 
Fr. Luis Jurado and his Visa. He recently has been ap-
proved to return to the United States. Not only are the 
Catholic faithful of western Colorado elated, Fr. Gregory 
Drahman,CMRI, Fr. Gronenthal and I will be relieved not 
to be so over extended. Besides teaching all day, Monday 
to Friday, the weekends have been extremely pressing 
with  extensive travelling.

On an entirely different note, our natural benefactor 
who provides us with fresh milk, Isidora, had her calf, 
Charlemagne on December 9. Providentially, the day was 
not severely cold and it is truly amazing how God created 
the nature of cows to withstand such dramatic temperature 
change, as the calf was born in the cold of winter. This 
means that our milk production will dramatically increase 
with both Isabella and Isidora being milked twice a day.

To all of our benefactors, we wish to sincerely thank 
you for your prayers and support during this past year. 
May all of you have a very Blessed Christmas and grace-
filled New Year!   

  Most Rev. Mark A. Pivarunas, CMRI
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Question: Is a pastor bound to say Mass in the parish church on weekdays in order that his parishioners 
may have an opportunity of assisting at the Holy Sacrifice and receiving Holy Communion?  I am referring 
to the case of a pastor  who regularly says Mass in a hospital chapel on weekdays, although Mass is also 
celebrated there by the chaplain for the benefit of the nurses and the patients.  Some of the parishioners 
have requested the pastor to say Mass in the church but he refuses, his only reason being that the hospital 
chapel is more convenient for him.  He claims that he is satisfying his obligation to his parishioners in 
that he says Mass in the church on Sundays.

Father Connell Answers Moral Questions

Obligation to Celebrate the Weekday Mass

Answer:   The Code commands the pastor to celebrate the divine offices and administer the sacraments for the 
benefit of the faithful as often as they legitimately ask him (Can. 467, # 1).  Unquestionably this includes the duty of 
celebrating Mass and giving Holy Communion on weekdays as well as on Sundays for those of his flock who wish to 
avail themselves of these divine blessings.  This would not necessarily mean that the Mass must be celebrated in the 
parish church.  Thus, if a pastor wishes to celebrate Mass in the school convent or in a chapel in his rectory (presuming 
he has permission for this), and the parishioners who wish to attend can conveniently be accomodated, he is sufficiently 
providing for them.  Similarly, in the case which the questioner proposes, if the hospital authorities allow the people to 
come to the pastor’s Mass in the chapel and it is just as convenient for them to come to the hospital as to the church, 
the pastor is fulfilling his duty to his parishioners by saying Mass in the chapel.  But if it would be notably more in-
convenient for his people to come to the hospital chapel, or if the hospital authorities would not be willing to admit the 
parishioners every morning  (as would usually be the case) the pastor is certainly failing in his duty by depriving his 
flock of the opportunity of weekday Mass and Holy Communion, merely for the sake of his own convenience.  If this 
happened frequently or regularly for a notable period of time--for example for five or six weeks--I think the pastor would 
be guilty of grave neglect of duty, in the presumption that some of his people are being refused the sacred ministrations 
which they are lawfully requesting of him.

 

A Ciborium Instead of a Chalice
Question:    If a priest found it somewhat inconvenient to obtain a chalice--for example, if it neces-
sitated a delay of a half-hour --would he be permitted to use a ciborium for the celebration of Holy Mass?

Answer: A priest is bound  sub gravi to use a  consecrated chalice for the celebration of  Mass, and only a most grave 
reason would  excuse him from this prescription of the Church  (Cf. Damen, Theologia moralis [Turin, 1947],  II, n., 
242).  For example, if the occasion were a Mass for a large congregation, and there would be grave scandal in the event 
that Mass were omitted, a priest might be allowed to use a ciborium, presuming he could not procure a consecrated 
chalice.  But certainly, the mere inconvenience connected with a delay of a half-hour would not justify such a serious 
exception to the liturgical  laws.  Indeed, if there was question of a private Mass of devotion, it is difficult to see how a 
priest could celebrate at all, if he could not obtain a consecrated chalice.   


